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Context statement
Job title: Biodiversity Technical Officer
Directorate/Service/Team: Economy and Environment/ Planning/ Environmental Partnerships & Policy Team: Natural Environment Team
Organisation structure
Reporting to: The Natural Environment Team Manager 
Responsibility for: The Biodiversity Technical Officer, as part of the Natural Environment Team (NET), is responsible for providing the biodiversity technical assistance to the team and will work across all team areas. The NET is situated in County Hall, Dorchester and is part of a dynamic group of teams making up the Environment Policy & Partnerships Team (EPPT).  

Context of work
The Natural Environment Team provides a wide-ranging, specialist ecological service that underpins both the Council’s planning functions and its wider environmental responsibilities. Its work spans policy development, statutory duties, project delivery and advisory services, ensuring that Dorset’s natural environment is protected, enhanced and properly considered across all areas of decision-making. This includes a strong emphasis on embedding Biodiversity Net Gain, supporting delivery of the Dorset Biodiversity Appraisal Protocol, and enabling compliance with biodiversity legislation and best practice across development and infrastructure projects.

Within this context, the Biodiversity Technical Officer role is focused on supporting the effective coordination, communication and integration of the team’s work across these multiple service areas. The post plays a key enabling role in ensuring that technical ecological input is translated into efficient processes and consistent service delivery, particularly in relation to planning consultations, biodiversity compliance and the operation of the Biodiversity Appraisal Protocol. It also provides an important link between technical specialists, internal services and external stakeholders, helping to maintain a responsive, well-organised and transparent approach to biodiversity advice.

A key feature of the role is its emphasis on facilitating the smooth running of systems, information flows and communications that sit behind the team’s statutory and project work. This includes supporting how biodiversity considerations are embedded into planning and corporate processes, helping to coordinate responses and ensuring that enquiries, data and financial information are managed effectively. The role also contributes to raising awareness and understanding of the team’s work through clear communication, supporting the Council’s wider environmental objectives and public accountability.

Overall, the position is integral to maintaining the operational effectiveness of the Natural Environment Team, ensuring that its specialist expertise is supported by strong coordination, clear communication and robust administrative and financial processes.

Other information
This role will take a flexible approach and be expected to work in the office in Dorchester (Tuesdays and Thursdays) as well as working from home – in agreement with the team manager
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