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[bookmark: _GoBack]Job title: 			Definitive Map Assistant
				Generic job description: ES587 c-d (level 1); Dorset Grade 7

Directorate/Service/Team:  	Place Directorate / Economic Growth & Infrastructure / Planning / Spatial Planning / Definitive Maps team 


Organisation structure 

Reporting to: Definitive Maps Manager

Responsibility for:  The postholder will be supporting the team providing the definitive map service for Dorset Council.  The team is made up of specialist technical officers undertaking all the functions associated with the maintenance of, and modifications to, the statutory Definitive Map of public rights of way, as well as a range of other related functions including applications for town and village greens.  The team is providing a specialist service within a legally prescriptive framework, but there are complex areas of law involved and the work can be very contentious.  The team is located within the spatial planning service which also includes local plan preparation and minerals and waste planning.  The officers in the team  also have close working relationships with the legal and highways teams.

The postholder  will support the technical officers with a range of administrative and research work, including validating applications for path diversions, preparing legal paperwork for public inquiries, and responding to routine correspondence.
.
The post has no supervisory or management responsibilities.    


Context of work

The main focus of the team’s work is on maintaining and updating the statutory Definitive Map of public rights of way, including processing applications for Definitive Map Modification Orders.  

This includes: carrying out Definitive Map legal processes including full consultation with councillors and communities; processing applications for Definitive Map Modification Orders; carrying out detailed documentary research and analysis of public rights of way and processing Definitive Map Modification Orders where necessary; writing and presenting comprehensive committee reports; producing accurate digital maps of the proposed route changes; assessing potential applications to ensure validity, giving unbiased professional advice; appearing as expert witness at public inquiries; and providing expert legal advice and information about Definitive Map Modification Orders, diversions, creations and extinguishments of public rights of way.  

The team also deals with applications for town and village greens; registration of common land; public path orders and landowner deposits.

They provide training and advice to stakeholders, user groups, councillors and the Greenspace team.


Other information  

 The ability to converse at ease with customers and provide advice in accurate spoken English is essential for the post.




	Context statement prepared by:

	Manager
	Hilary Jordan
	Date
	09 March 2020



[image: ]
image1.jpeg
Context statement

To accompany job description and person specification when required





image2.jpeg
Dorset

Council

=





